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The following are a listing of the new Q&As that have been added or revised:

Q&A-201a Flight Standards HBGA 00-08, paragraphs 2. D. and 3 and § 141.39(d); What is meant by “two pilot
stations?” Are engine power controls the only controls that are required? What about rudder controls? How about
brake controls? How about flight controls?

Q&A-614 Various Part 141 Questions from AMC-230

Q&A-614 FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, page 142-8, Section 2, paragraph 5. D.(1);Can we get a national policy that
would allow an approval stamp on the list of effective pages on a TCO instead of the current requirement of
stamping every page? [Located in the miscellaneous questions at the end of the document]

Q&A-614 § 141.33(a)(1); Ultimately, the responsible party is always the pilot school itself (See § 141.3). | don’t
see a problem allowing the appointment of more than one chief instructor plus no place in Part 141 does it restrict a
pilot school from appointing more than one chief instructor. In some of the larger pilot schools, it wouldn’t be
practicable to just have one chief instructor.

Q&A-614 Flight Standards HBGA 00-08, paragraphs 2. D. and 3 and § 141.39(d); | made a mistake on how |
answered Q&A-201.

Q&A-614 § 141.87(b) and (d) and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, chapter 143, page 143-3, paragraph 13. B; There
hasn’t been any precedent setting case law on allowing a Part 141 pilot school to continue to operate indefinitely
beyond 60 days without a chief instructor as long as there is an assistant chief instructor.

Q&A-614 In the past, AFS-800 discussed the Q&A document with the FAA Office of Chief Counsel and it was
agreed that the Frequently Asked Questions would remain Flight Standards Service policy only. [Located in the
miscellaneous questions at the end of the document]

Q&A-614 § 141.55(e)(2)(ii); Absolutely, that same logic would apply. It was never the intent of subparagraph (ii)
in 8 141.55(e)(2) to allow a 80% pass rate on a knowledge test to be counted toward qualifying a pilot school for a
“reduced time training course” for the flight training portion.

Q&A-614 Part 141, Appendix I, paragraph 4(a) and Commercial Pilot Practical Test Standards for Airplane (SEL,
MEL, SES, MES) FAA-S-8081-12B; page 7; There is a separation between what is required to be in a Part 141
training course and what is allowed procedurally on the practical test.

Q&A-616 Various Part 141 Questions from AMC-230

Q&A-616 § 141.38(a) and § 141.55(c)(4) and (5); Because of the requirements of § 141.38(a), it could not be
approved without the pilot school first receiving a grant of exemption.

Q&A-616 § 141.37(b)(2); No, a POl may not limit a check instructor’s authority.

Q&A-616 § 141.35(e); The intent of § 141.35(e) is to address the chief instructor qualifications for a ground school
course only. The intent of 8 141.35(a), (b), (c), and (d) is to address the chief instructor qualifications for a flight
school course only or a combined ground and flight school course.

Q&A-616 § 61.193; No, a flight instructor who does not hold a helicopter rating on his flight instructor certificate
may not serve as the chief instructor of a Part 141 private pilot helicopter ground school course. [Located in the
miscellaneous questions at the end of the document]

Q&A-616 § 61.129(c)(3)(i), Yes, allowing the instrument training at the commercial pilot certification level for the
helicopter rating was written that way intentionally. [Located in the miscellaneous questions at the end of the
document]
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Q&A-625 § 141.33(d)(2); Check instructor designation; § 141.5(d); The results of a comprehensive final exam
may not be counted in lieu of an FAA knowledge test. § 141.35(b)(2), (c)(3), and (d)(2); Foreign flight instructor
experience may not be counted toward meeting the chief instructor aeronautical experience requirements of

§ 141.35(b)(2), (c)(3), and (d)(2).

Q&A-628 FAA Notice 8700.29 paragraphs 4 and 5.b.(1); The training should be incorporated into the TCOs and
need not be incorporated into the pilot school’s safety procedures of § 141.93(a)(3).

Q&A-629 § 141.85(b) and FAA Order 8700.1, pages 143-2 and 143-3, paragraph 11.B. and C.(4): No, training in
the Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land Certification Course would not need to be terminated if the chief
instructor of the Instrument Airplane Rating Course was delegated to act on behalf of the chief instructor of the
Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land Certification Course.

Q&A-630 §141.55(d)(1); The rule only requires that your pilot school have held a Part 141 pilot school certificate
(emphasis added: “a pilot school certificate,” not a provisional pilot school certificate) for at least 24 consecutive
calendar months preceding the month of your request for a reduced time course.

Q&A-630 §141.55(d)(1); Yes, provided your pilot school has held its pilot school certificate for at least
24 consecutive calendar months preceding the month of your request for reduced time course.

Q&A-630 §61.39(a)(6); A recommending instructor’s signature is not required on the “Instructor's
Recommendation” on the back of the FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application for a
graduate of an approved Part 141 course who has been issued a graduation certificate. [Located in the
miscellaneous questions at the end of the document]

Q&A-630 §141.35 and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, Chapter 143, page 143-1, paragraph 5.A.; Yes, an examiner
may also be the owner of the Part 141 pilot school. Yes, an Examiner may serve as the Chief Instructor of a

Part 141 pilot school. Yes, an Examiner who is the owner and/or chief instructor of a Part 141 pilot school may also
administer practical tests to students of his/her pilot school.

Q&A-630 Part 141, appendix I, paragraph 4(a); The minimum required course times for an add-on Airplane
Multiengine Land class rating course at the Commercial Pilot Certification level.

QUESTION: What is the legal status of the Q&A website? Considering the authority of Practical Test Standards,
Public Laws, statutes, Federal Regulations, FAA Orders, FAA Notices, FAA Bulletins, legal interpretations, where
does the Q/A website fit in the degree of authority in comparison to the other references and rules? Will the Q/A
website ever “go away”?

ANSWER: The legal status of the FAQ’s is as stated on the disclaimer statement on the front page of the Q&A
document.

The answers provided in the FAQ’s, in the order of authority, would probably be No. 7.

Public Law/statutes

Federal Regulations

FAA legal interpretations (for those interpretations that have been updated to conform to the current rules).
FAA orders (for those directives/guidance that have been updated to conform to the current rules)

FAA notices (for those directives/guidance that have been updated to conform to the current rules)

FAA bulletins (for those directives/guidance that have been updated to conform to the current rules)

Parts 61 & 141 Frequently Asked Questions, (FAQ’s)

FAA Advisory Circulars

ONoghrwWdE

The Practical Test Standards (PTS) are not in the list. The PTS derive authority from Public Law 103-272,
8 44703(a) [old § 603 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958, as amended] which gives the FAA the legal authority to
require an individual to be tested by the standards established by the FAA before the FAA is required to issue that
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individual an FAA airman certificate. Section 61.33, provides the FAA the legal authority to conduct knowledge
tests and practical test.
{Q&A-457}

PART 141

QUESTION: What is the status of the information in the part 61/141 Q/A? Is it regulatory, an order, AFS policy,
FAA HQ policy.

ANSWER: The authority of the Part 61/141 Q&A website is strictly Flight Standards policy on parts 61 and 141
for standardization purposes. As we all know, only an administrative law judge can establish a legal precedent to
make a rule legally binding. Even the FAA Chief Counsel offices at FAA HQ and at the regional offices only issue
legal opinions. However, FAA Chief Counsel office legal opinions certainly carries more “weight/authority” than
these Q&As on this website have. But only an administrative law judge can issue a legal ruling that establishes a
legal precedent that makes the rule legally binding. And then there have been those times where the NTSB may
overrule one of their administrative law judge's legal ruling.

{Q&A-435}

QUESTION: When an applicant completes an approved Part 141 course of training, does an examiner need to
review the times in Section 111 “Record of Pilot Time” on the Airman Certification and/or Rating Application (FAA
Form 8710-1) to insure the applicant’s aeronautical experience meet Part 141 aeronautical experience requirements,
as appropriate? Does the applicant even need to complete Section 111 “Record of Pilot Time” on the Airman
Certification and/or Rating Application (FAA Form 8710-1)

ANSWER: Ref. § 61.39(a)(7) and § 61.71(a); Yes, the FAA would expect an examiner to review the times on the
“Airman Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1) to insure the applicant’s aeronautical
experience meet the appropriate aeronautical experience requirements of Part 141.

And yes, the applicant is required to enter his/her aeronautical experience in Section Il “Record of Pilot Time”
because as per § 61.39(a)(7) it states “Have a completed and signed application form.”

However, the aeronautical experience times may not meet the appropriate minimum aeronautical experience
requirements of Part 61, because Part 141 provides for less course approval times. And § 141.55(d) or (e) provides
for course approval “. . . without specifying the minimum ground and flight training time requirements of this part .
..” so0 it is possible for an applicant who graduates from an approved Part 141 training course to have less time than
the minimum aeronautical experience requirements of Part 61.

As per § 61.71(a), if an applicant is a graduate of Part 141 approved course of training, that applicant . . . is
considered to have met the applicable aeronautical experience, aeronautical knowledge, and areas of operation
requirements of this part” (e.g., Part 61). But no place does it provide that the applicant needn't complete Section 111
“Record of Pilot Time” on the Airman Certification and/or Rating Application (FAA Form 8710-1). And per

8 61.39(a)(7), it requires that the applicant “Have a completed and signed application form.”

Now during an examiner’s review of the applicant’s “Airman Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form
8710-1) in Section 111 “Record of Pilot Time” if the examiner were to find that the times were less than the required
Part 141 aeronautical experience requirements, then the FAA expects that examiner to at least question the local
FAA FSDO or the Chief Instructor about it. Knowing the way most Part 141 schools operate, an examiner could
question the school’s Chief Instructor and the matter would probably get resolved right then.

{Q&A-231}

QUESTION: When an applicant has completed/graduated from a Part 141 training course, does the
applicant/school need to show the applicant's aeronautical experience time in Section |11 - Record of Pilot Time on
the “Airman Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1)? And does the examiner need to verify
that the applicant's time shown in Section Il - Record of Pilot Time on the “Airman Certification and/or Rating
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Application” (FAA Form 8710-1) meet the appropriate minimum aeronautical experience requirements for the pilot
certificate and/or rating the applicant is seeking?

ANSWER: Ref. § 61.39(a)(7) and FAA Order 8710.3C, Chapter 5, page 5-11, paragraph 41.B.(6); Per

8 61.39(a)(7), the applicant's aeronautical experience time must be shown in the appropriate blocks of Section 11 -
Record of Pilot Time on the “Airman Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1). As per

8 61.39(a)(7), it requires that the applicant “Have a completed and signed application form.” And on the instruction
sheet of the “Airman Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1), it states:

I11. RECORD OF PILOT TIME. The minimum pilot experience required by the appropriate regulation must
be entered. It is recommended, however, that ALL pilot time be entered. If decimal points are used, be sure
they are legible. Night flying must be entered when required. You should fill in the blocks that apply and
ignore the blocks that do not. Second In Command “SIC” time used may be entered in the appropriate blocks.
Flight Simulator, Flight Training Device and PCATD time may be entered in the boxes provided. Total,
Instruction received, and Instrument Time should be entered in the top, middle, or bottom of the boxes provided
as appropriate.

And per FAA Order 8710.3C, Chapter 5, page 5-11, paragraph 41.B.(6), the FAA expects the examiner to verify
that the applicant's aeronautical experience time shown in Section 11l - Record of Pilot Time on the “Airman
Certification and/or Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1) in applicant’s “Airman Certification and/or Rating
Application” (FAA Form 8710-1) meet the appropriate minimum aeronautical experience requirements for the pilot
certificate and/or rating that the applicant is seeking.

The FAA expects an examiner to review Section 1l - Record of Pilot Time of the Airman Certification and/or
Rating Application” (FAA Form 8710-1). However, if the times do not meet the minimum aeronautical experience
requirements and/or the course approval times, then the FAA expects the examiner to inquire why the applicant’s
times do not meet the requirements. And yes, as | previously mentioned, it may be the school’s approved course of
training is one that has been approved in accordance with § 141.55(d) or (e). But a simple conversation with the
Chief Flight Instructor or with the local FSDO (the principal operations inspector who has oversight of the school)
should be able resolve any questions.

{Q&A-231}

§ 141.5 Requirements for a Pilot School Certificate

QUESTION: Situation: A community college has a Part 141 pilot school with a pilot ground school course rating.
The school offers the course for college credit and conducts a comprehensive final exam. Many of the students do
not take the FAA knowledge test and the school has no method in place to track the results of the FAA knowledge
tests that are taken. May the results of the final exam (end of course test) be used to determine the school's 80%
first time pass rate for renewal?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.5(d); Only if the comprehensive final exam was for an end-of-course test for a training
course specified in appendix K to this part. Otherwise, the answer would be is no. Meaning, the results of a
comprehensive final exam may not be counted in lieu of an FAA knowledge test. As per § 141.5(d), “. . . at least
10 students for a knowledge test . . . for a pilot certificate, flight instructor certificate, ground instructor certificate,
an additional rating, an end-of-course test for a training course specified in appendix K to this part . . .”
{Q&A-625}

QUESTION: Our school is a Part 141-approved school that holds examining authority for some of its Part 141
pilot training courses. When our students are administered the “end-of-course” test, they either pass the “
end-of-course” test or they are required to undergo more training if they don't successfully complete the
“end-of-course” test. But they never fail an “end-of-course” test. They are just required to complete more training
if they don't successfully complete the “end-of-course” test. Besides being the school's Chief Flight Instructor, | am
also the school's Airman Certification Representative (ACR), and | never issue a “pink slip.” | was never issued any
pink slips (i.e., Notice of Disapproval of Application, FAA Form 8060-5) by my FSDO.
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My FSDO is requesting that | keep a Pass-Fail record for our students who are administered our “end-of-course”
test so that the 80% quality of instruction pass rate can be computed. Do the pass-fails conducted under examining
authority under 14 CFR, part 141, subpart D count toward the 80% quality of instruction pass-fail rate required for
renewal of my school certificate?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.5(d), § 141.27(a)(2) and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, Chapter 141, page 141-11,

paragraph 19.A.(2) and Chapter 144, page 144-4, paragraph 5.C.(3)(c); Yes; the pass-fails of a school's
comprehensive end-of-course tests conducted under examining authority under 14 CFR, part 141, subpart D count
toward the 80% quality of instruction pass-fail rate required for renewal of a Part 141school certificate. A Part 141
school that holds examining authority for a pilot training course must keep a Pass-Fail record on its comprehensive
“end-of-course” tests so that it can show its quality of instruction pass-fail rate meets or doesn't meet the required
80% quality of instruction pass-fail rate.

Per § 141.5(d), it states, in pertinent part, “. . . at least 80 percent of all tests administered were passed on the first
attempt . ..” Emphasis added “ ... all tests...” And for clarification purposes, the intent of “ .. . all tests...”
means a comprehensive “end-of-course test” for any course with examining authority and the use of the results of
that comprehensive “end-of-course test” will be used as a “counter” to determine the school's overall 80% quality of
instruction pass-fail rate.

It is understood that an ACR is not authorized to issue the Notice of Disapproval of Application, FAA Form 8060-5;
however, a school is required to maintain a Pass-Fail record on its comprehensive “end-of-course” tests so that it
can show its quality of instruction pass-fail rate meets or doesn't meet the required 80% quality of instruction pass-
fail rate.

As a side issue, you stated in your question “. . . Besides being the school's Chief Flight Instructor, | am also the
school's Airman Certification Representative (ACR) . ..” | was wondering how can that be, considering FAA
Order 8700.1, Chapter 147, Volume 2, Section 2, paragraph 5.E.(3) states:

“(3) Determine whether the applicant holds a management or administrative position within the pilot school
organization that is superior to the chief flight instructor designated for each course of training conducted under
the examining authority.”

So | don't see how you can be both the ACR and Chief Instructor? It is being taught at the Part 141 Aviation Safety
Inspector Training Course at the FAA Academy in Oklahoma City that an ACR cannot also be the chief instructor.
As per FAA Order 8700.1, Chapter 147, Volume 2, Section 2, paragraph 5.E.(3), the ACR must be in a position
superior to the chief instructor.

{Q&A-465}

QUESTION: Do the pass-fails conducted under examining authority under 14 CFR, part 141, subpart D count
toward the 80% quality of instruction pass rate required for renewal of school certificates?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.5(d), § 141.27(a)(2); Yes; per § 141.5(d) as it states, in pertinent part, “. . . at least
80 percent of all tests administered were passed on the first attempt . . .” Emphasis added “ . . . all tests .. .”

Furthermore, an all-inclusive, comprehensive “end of course” test used by a pilot school in a course with examining
authority (flight only) may be used by that school as a “counter” to satisfy the requirements of § 141.5(d). An
all-inclusive, comprehensive end of course test may be used as a “counter” in the same manner as the results of a
practical test conducted under the certification requirements of part 61 may be used by a school whose course does
not hold examining authority. And that same reasoning also applies to the all-inclusive, comprehensive end of
course knowledge test used by a pilot school in a course approved with examining authority (ground only) may be
used by that school as a “counter” to satisfy the requirements of § 141.5(d). An all-inclusive, comprehensive end of
course knowledge test may be used as a “counter” in the same manner as the results of a knowledge test conducted
under the certification requirements of part 61 may be used by a school whose course does not hold examining
authority.

{Q&A-376}
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QUESTION: Do the phase tests count or just the end of course tests count toward determining the 80% quality of
instruction pass rate for renewal of a school certificate, even if the ending test is, in effect, a progressive kind of test
and not a final end of course test that is one all-inclusive, overall kind of end of course test?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.5(d); The intent of the rule is to count only the “end of course test” for calculating the

80% quality of instruction pass rate. And as per § 141.5(d), those tests include “. . . a knowledge or practical test
for a pilot certificate, flight instructor certificate, ground instructor certificate, an additional rating, an end-of-course
test for a training course specified in appendix K to this part, or any combination of those tests . ..” It does not
count if it is merely an intermediate phase test.

Only a comprehensive, all-inclusive “end of course” test can be used as a counter under § 141.5(d), and then, only if
the course has examining authority for that portion of the course (i.e., knowledge or practical test that was
accomplished under an approved examining authority). The “end of course” test or final phase test in a course of
training that is not approved examining authority cannot be used as a counter for § 141.5(d) purposes. The
provisions of § 141.5(d) require that the tests used as “counters” must be knowledge or practical tests that are
accomplished for a pilot, flight instructor, ground instructor, or an additional rating certification or for an end of
course test for an appendix K course. Therefore, only the end of course tests that can be counted as “counters”
under § 141.5(d) [for meeting the 80% pass rate criteria or the 10 graduates quantity criteria] are the “end of
course” tests that are approved under appendix K courses or the comprehensive, all-inclusive “end of course” tests
that approved under an approved examining authority course [i.e., § 141.5(d), in pertinent part “. . . a knowledge or
practical test for a pilot certificate, flight instructor certificate, ground instructor certificate, an additional rating, an
end-of-course test for a training course specified in appendix K to this part, or any combination of those tests . . .”

However, read on what our policy is when a school with examining authority requests progressive phase tests for
the end of course test. Don’t approve it! That goes for even schools without examining authority, don’t approve
progressive phase tests for the end of course test. . Don’t approve it! One of the basic concepts of a pilot school
having examining authority includes that the issuance of a certificate or rating be without the need for any further
testing by the FAA. However, per § 141.67(c), “Tests given by a pilot school that holds examining authority must
be approved by the Administrator and be at least equal in scope, depth, and difficulty to the comparable knowledge
and practical tests prescribed by the Administrator under part 61 of this chapter.” Emphasis added these tests “. . .
must be approved by the Administrator . . . be at least equal in scope, depth, and difficulty to the comparable . . .”
So per § 141.67(c), the FAA/POI has the authority to require a school’s “end of course” test to be a comprehensive,
all-inclusive “end of course” test. By requiring a school to administer a comprehensive, all-inclusive “end of
course” test would then make it possible for a school’s “end of course” test to be able to be counted in the
determination of the quantity and quality requirements of § 141.5(d). Requiring a school’s “end of course” test to
be a comprehensive, all encompassing test would satisfy the requirements of § 141.5(d) for “. . . all tests
administered were passed on the first attempt.”

{Q&A-376}

QUESTION: Ref. § 141.101(d) and § 141.5(d); This rule only requires a school to retain a student’s records for 1
year from the date the student: (1) Graduates from the course to which the record pertains; (2) Terminates
enrollment in the course to which the record pertains; or (3) Transfers to another school. But § 141.5(d) requires, in
effect, that the records be maintained “. . . 24 calendar months preceding the month the application is made for the
pilot school certificate. What is it, 1 year or 24 calendar months?

ANSWER: Per § 141.5(d), a school would have to have records that can show the school “Has trained and
recommended for pilot certification and rating tests, within 24 calendar months preceding the month the application
is made for the pilot school certificate . . .”

However, the rule doesn’t necessarily require that the school maintain all of the student’s records. The school
would only need to retain the records that can show the school “Has trained and recommended for pilot certification
and rating tests, within 24 calendar months preceding the month the application is made for the pilot school
certificate . . .”, [i.e., as per 8 141.5(d)]. So, a copy of the student’s graduation certificate, the completed FAA Form
8710-1 “Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application,” and “Temporary Airman Certificate” would suffice.
{Q&A-247}
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QUESTION: What is meant by the phrase “. . . or any combination of those tests . . .” that is contained in
8 141.5(d)? And do completion of Appendix K courses count for issuance of a school certificate and renewal of a
school certificate?

ANSWER: The phrase “. . . or any combination of those tests . . .” that is contained in § 141.5(d) means:

The intent of § 141.5(d) is, a school must show an enrollment and completion of at least 10 students. And yes a
student who completes the school’s course of ground training for a knowledge test counts as ONE student
completion and then that same student who completes the school's course of flight training for a practical test also
counts as another student completion and so that equates to a TOTAL of 2 student completions. And 80% of those
students must have passed on the first attempt. In effect, the school must show 10 student completions in ANY of
the school’s courses in order for the school to be issued a Part 141 school certificate or to have a Part 141 school
certificate renewed. A school may have 10 training courses approved and have one student in each of the

10 courses or the school may have 10 students all in one course and no students in the other 9 courses.

Additionally, in response to your second specific question. You stated that completion of some of the Appendix K
courses [i.e., Rotorcraft external-load operations course, Test pilot course, etc.] do not involve the issuance of a pilot
certificate or rating. But yet § 141.5(d) states, in pertinent part, “. . . an end-of-course test for a training course
specified in appendix K of this part . . .” You asked whether completions in these Appendix K courses count for
renewal of a school certificate under 8 141.27? The answer is yes because § 141.27(a)(2) states, in pertinent part,

“. .. training records, and recent training ability and quality meet the requirements of this part. . .”

{Q&A-202}

QUESTION: § 141.5(d) requires that at least 10 students be ,”trained and recommended for pilot certification or
rating tests”. The wording of this provision does not require that the students that have been recommended for the
tests actually take the tests. In reality a school could have had sufficient numbers (30 students trained and
recommended) and only one student  actually take the test. If the one student passed the knowledge test, their
percentage is 100. This may not provide the quality check that would be desirable. Please confirm that | am
reading this provision correctly.

ANSWER: Do we really have that many people out there who are enrolling in our Part 141 schools' ground courses
and then never take the test? Do we actually have a situation where one of our schools can only show one student
out of 100 enrollees who actually took the knowledge test?

Section 141.5(d), in pertinent part, states “. . . 10 students for a knowledge or practical test . . . and at least 80
percent of all tests administered were passed on the first attempt.”

The intent here is, a school must show an enrollment and completion of at least 10 students and 80% of those
students passed on the first attempt..

Incidentally, one person can count as two students. A student who enrolls in a course of ground training for a
knowledge test counts as one student. Then when that same student enrolls in that same school's course of flight
training for a practical test also counts as one for a total of 2 students in calculating the above requirement.
{Q&A-154}

§ 141.11 Pilot School Ratings

QUESTION: Could a pilot school be approved to conduct a flight dispatcher qualification course under Appendix
K - “Special Operations Course” or under § 141.57?

ANSWER: Ref. Part 141, Appendix K, paragraphs 2 and 9 and § 141.11(b); The answer is no, a pilot school may
not be approved to conduct a flight dispatcher qualification course under Part 141. Part 141 is applicable to
approved courses that relate to training pilots, flight instructors, and ground instructors for certificates, ratings,
operating privileges, or special mission operations. Part 141 is not appropriate for non flight crewmember training.
Section 141.11(b) establish what training courses may be approved to be conducted under Part 141.




FAQs Part 141 With Change #21, 10/12/2004
All Q&A’s through #640

This answer is similar to Q&A-424 when | was asked previously about a request for approving a Part 141 training
course for a flight nurse crewmember position.
{Q&A-541}

QUESTION: The Q&A-155 addresses ratings as though it was addressing individual courses. We are limiting the
ratings a school can be issued to those listed in § 141.11(b) plus the provisions of § 141.57 Special Curriculum
making a total of 19 different ratings. We do emphasize the difference in ratings a school is issued (by the CHDO)
compared to the large number of courses that could by reviewed and approved. We are also emphasizing that
school ratings are listed on the Air Agency Certificate. Course titles are listed on the “List of Approved Courses”.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.11(b) and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. Il, pages 141-22 and 141-31; In my Q&A 155, | made a
mistake by interchanging the term “ratings” and “courses.” There is a difference between the term “ratings” as it
applies to the “ratings” issued to a school on their Air Agency Certificate and the “courses” that are approved in
accordance 8§ 141.55. The list of pilot school ratings are addressed in § 141.11(b). Those are the pilot school
ratings that can be issued to a pilot school. Those ratings approved for a pilot school should be listed on the school's
Air Agency Certificate and the accompanying letter of approval from the school's jurisdictional Flight Standards
District Office. See FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. Il, pages 141-22 and 141-31 for samples of what | am talking about
here.

The courses that are approved under § 141.55 and § 141.57 are as follows:

Recreational Pilot Certification Courses: Airplane Single-Engine Land (1); Rotorcraft Helicopter (2); and
Rotorcraft Gyroplane (3).

Private Pilot Certification Courses: Airplane Single-Engine land (4); Airplane Multiengine Land (5); Airplane
Single-Engine Sea (6); Airplane Multiengine Sea (7); Rotorcraft Helicopter (8); Gyroplane (9); Glider (10);
Lighter-than-Air Airship (11); Lighter-than-Air Gas Balloon (12); Lighter-than-Air Balloon with an Airborne
Heater (13); and Powered-L.ift (14).

Commercial Pilot Certification Courses: Airplane Single-Engine Land (15); Airplane Multiengine Land (16);
Airplane Single-Engine Sea (17); Airplane Multiengine Sea (18); Rotorcraft Helicopter (19); Rotorcraft
Gyroplane (20); Glider (21); Lighter-than-Air Airship (22); Lighter-than-Air Gas Balloon (23); Lighter-than-Air
Balloon with an Airborne Heater (24); and Powered-Lift (25).

Instrument Rating Courses: Airplane (26); Helicopter (27); and Powered-Lift (28).

Airline Transport Pilot Certification Courses: Airplane Single-Engine Land (29); Airplane Multiengine Land
(30); Airplane Single-Engine Sea (31); Airplane Multiengine Sea (32); Rotorcraft Helicopter (33); and
Powered-Lift (34).

Flight Instructor Certification Courses: Airplane Single-Engine (35); Airplane Multiengine (36); Rotorcraft
Helicopter (37); Rotorcraft Gyroplane (38); Glider (39); and Powered-Lift (40).

NOTE: The Flight Instructor Certification Courses may be further identified by identifying the aircraft
category and class rating. For example Flight Instructor Certification Course — Airplane Single Engine Land;
Flight Instructor Certification Course — Airplane Single Engine Sea; Flight Instructor Certification Course —
Airplane Multiengine Land; Flight Instructor Certification Course — Airplane Multiengine Sea, etc.

Flight Instructor Instrument Courses: Instrument-Airplane (41); Instrument-Helicopter (42); and Instrument
Powered-Lift (43).

Ground Instructor Courses: Basic (44); Instrument (45); and Advanced (46).
Additional Aircraft Category or Class Rating Courses: Airplane Single-Engine Land (47); Airplane Multiengine
Land (48); Airplane Single-Engine Sea (49); Airplane Multiengine Sea (50); Rotorcraft Helicopter (51);

Rotorcraft Gyroplane (52); Glider (53); Lighter-than-Air Airship (54); Lighter-than-Air Gas Balloon (55);
Lighter-than-Air Balloon with an Airborne Heater (56); and Powered-lift (57).
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NOTE: These Additional Aircraft Category or Class Rating Courses shall be further identified by the pilot
certification level for which the additional aircraft category and class rating applies. For example, Airplane
Multiengine Land at the Private Pilot Certification Level; Airplane Single Engine Sea at the Commercial Pilot
Certification Level, Rotorcraft Gyroplane at the ATP Certification Level, etc.

Aircraft Type Rating Courses: [e.g., as in the case of a Lear 60, Citation 500, Falcon 50, etc. (58)]

Special Preparation Courses: Pilot Refresher Course (59); Flight Instructor Refresher Course (60); Ground
Instructor Refresher Course (61); Agricultural Aircraft Operations Course (62); Rotorcraft External-Load

Operations Course (63); Special Operations Course (64); Test Pilot Course (65); and Pilot Ground School
Course (66).

NOTE: These Special Preparation Courses shall be further identified to describe the course. For example,
Special Operations Course — Night Vision Goggle Qualification; Special Operations Course — Pipeline
Patrol; Special Operations Course — Aerial Photography; Test Pilot Course — Rotorcraft Helicopter; Pilot
Ground School Course — King GNS-XLS Flight Management System; Pilot Ground School Course —
Aeronautical Decision Making; Pilot Ground School Course — Flight Deck Management and Crew
Coordination; Pilot Ground School Course King KLN 94 Global Positioning System, Pilot Ground School
Course Night Vision Goggles Model AV4949, etc.

{Q&A-424}

QUESTION: Sorry for the confusion on this issue of Ratings that an Approved Pilot School, or Provisional, can
hold. We are teaching that the only ratings that a school can hold are those listed in § 141.11(b). There are a total
of 18 beginning with, “Recreational Pilot Course” and ending with “Pilot Ground School Course”. We are
emphasizing that these are the only Ratings a school can hold, or be issued. The one exception we do acknowledge
is 141.57, Special Curriculum as the 19th rating that can be issued. Each individual course, normally containing a
certificate level, a category and a class do not appear on the school certificate but on the “List of Approved
Courses”. The current 8700.1 comments that considering certificate level, category and class, there could easily be
in excess of 100 courses. Obviously, we cannot list courses on the certificate, but are listed on the “List of
Approved Courses”.

The requirement to issue “Ratings” to a Pilot School and the use of the term “Rating” when relating or defining a
pilot privilege could be confusing if we don't have some very explicit guidance. We are limiting Pilot School
ratings to those outlined in § 141.11(b) because they are very specific and are listed under the heading of “Pilot
School Ratings.

Please let me know if there is a problem with the above information.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.11(b); | count 66 ratings that can be listed on a Part 141 school’s FAA Form 8420-8,
“Application for Pilot School Certificate,” and the accompanying letter that is signed by the FSDO manager. The
ratings that a Part 141 school may receive approval for are as follows:

Recreational pilot course: (1) Airplane Single-engine land; (2) Rotorcraft - Helicopter; (3) Rotorcraft - Gyroplane.
Private pilot course: Airplane - (4) Single-engine land; (5) Multiengine land; (6) Single-engine sea; (7) Multiengine
sea; Rotorcraft - (8) Helicopter; (9) Gyroplane; (10) Glider; Lighter-than-air (11) Airship; (12) Gas Balloon; (13)
Balloon with an airborne heater; (14) Powered-lift.

Commercial pilot course: Airplane - (15) Single-engine land; (16) Multiengine land; (17) Single-engine sea; (18)
Multiengine sea; Rotorcraft - (19) Helicopter; (20) Gyroplane; (21) Glider; Lighter-than-air (22) Airship; (13)
Gas Balloon; (24) Balloon with an airborne heater; (25) Powered-lift.

Instrument rating course: (26) Airplane; (27) Helicopter; (28) Powered-lift.

Airline transport pilot course: Airplane - (29) Single-engine land; (30) Multiengine land; (31) Single-engine sea;
(32) Multiengine sea; Rotorcraft - (33) Helicopter; Powered-lift (34)

11



FAQs Part 141 With Change #21, 10/12/2004
All Q&A’s through #640

Flight instructor course: Airplane - (35) Single-engine; (36) Multiengine; Rotorcraft- (37) Helicopter; (38)
Gyroplane; (39) Glider; (40) Powered-lift.

Flight instructor instrument course: (41) Airplane; (42) Helicopter; (43) Powered-lift.
Ground instructor course: (44) Basic; (45) Instrument; (46) Advanced .

Additional aircraft category or class rating course: Airplane - (47) Single-engine land; (48) Multiengine land; (49)
Single-engine sea; (50) Multiengine sea; Rotorcraft - (51) Helicopter; (52) Gyroplane; (53) Glider:
Lighter-than-air (54) Airship; (55) Gas Balloon; (56) Balloon with an airborne heater; (57) Powered-lift.

Aircraft type rating course: (58) [e.g., as in the case of a Lear 60 ]

Special preparation courses: (59) Pilot refresher course; (60) Flight instructor refresher course; (61) Ground
instructor refresher course; (62) Agricultural aircraft operations course; (63) Rotorcraft external-load operations
course; (64) Special operations course; (65) Test pilot course; and (66) Pilot ground school course .
{Q&A-155}

§ 141.17 Duration of Certificate and Examining Authority

QUESTION: Section 141.17 (a)(4). Does the certificate expire if the school's facility, personnel or aircraft for one
course is not maintained beyond the 60 day period?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.17(a)(4); It is not mandatory that the school certificate expire, because the wording of

8§ 141.17(a)(4) says “Upon notice by the Administrator . . .” Every situation has its uniqueness. However, just like
the rule states “(4) Upon notice by the Administrator that the school has failed for more than 60 days to maintain the
facilities, aircraft, or personnel required for any one of the school's approved training courses.” But, the FAA does
have the authority to cause the school certificate to expire if the school has failed for more than 60 days to maintain
the facilities, aircraft, or personnel required for any one of the school's approved training courses.

{Q&A-435}

QUESTION: If a Part 141 pilot school is sold (including all TCO's, etc.), and upon sale it will be relocated to
another FSDQ's geographical jurisdiction, be renamed, and neither the chief flight instructor nor director of
maintenance will relocate, but be replaced with new personnel, can the sale be made?

If so, can the purchased flight school retain its certification status with regard to applying for additional authorities
(examining authority, etc.) as though it continues as the original school (full Part 141, not provisional?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.17(b); The sale of the school can be made, but the Part 141 certificate cannot be sold. As
per 8 141.17(b), a change in the ownership of a pilot school or provisional pilot school does not terminate that
school's certificate if within 30 days after the date that any change in ownership of the school occurs there is “No
change in the facilities, personnel, or approved training courses is involved.” [i.e., § 141.17(b)(2)]. However, since
you stated there will be a change in the school’s location, chief flight instructor, and director of maintenance the
school’s Part 141 certificate cannot be sold. The new owners and school would be considered a new school and
must reapply in accordance with the procedures set forth in FAA Order 8700.1, chapter 141.

QUESTION: Follow on question is what status would the seller of the original school be in as it pertains to Part
141 pilot school certification should they wish to reenter the pilot school arena? Would they be a totally new school
(provisional) or could they resume their previous status (same president/chief flight instructor/director of
maintenance/TCO's, etc.), allowing them to return to business as usual and request examining authority given that
their quality of instruction had been already demonstrated?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.17(b)(2); The former owner(s) would have to reapply and start all over. You said “.. . a
Part 141 pilot school is sold (including all TCO's, etc.) . ..” So there would be a “. . . change in the facilities . . .
approved training courses . . .” [i.e., 8 141.17(b)(2)]. | assume when you said “. . . is sold (including all TCO's, etc.)
....”, that also meant facilities as well as “. . . all TCO’s, etc. . .” The former owner(s) would have to reapply and
start all over just like an brand new applicant.
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But the obvious to me in this question (even though you didn’t say it) would be that | am quite certain there would
be something written in the sales contract by the buyer that would prohibit that seller from starting up operations
immediately. And even if the former owner(s) had cheated and kept copies of the approved training courses, those
former owner(s) would have to reproduce all the TCOs and get them date stamped and approved again. And the
former owner(s) would have to obtain facilities to house the school. And | would assume the former owner(s)
would have to purchase all new training records, files, equipment, aircraft, maintenance facilities, operational
facilities, because you said “. . . a Part 141 pilot school is sold (including all TCO's, etc.) .. .”

{Q&A-383}

QUESTION: Prior to the change, 8 141.17(a)(3) stated “...a pilot school certificate expires...the school has failed
for more than 60 days to maintain facilities, aircraft, and personnel required for at least one of its approved
courses.”

New § 141.17(a)(4) now states “...a pilot school certificate expires failed to maintain...for any one of the school's
approved training courses.”

Hypothetical: a school has a private pilot course that uses a single-engine airplane. it also has a commercial course
that uses a multiengine airplane. the multiengine airplane is sold and not replaced within sixty days from the date of
a “notice by the administrator.”

Prior to the change, the certificate would not have expired because the school maintains the aircraft, etc. For at least
one of its courses (private pilot - single engine).

It appears that the new rule puts the entire certificate in jeopardy because any one of the courses (commercial -
multiengine) has failed to maintain its aircraft.

Was the change from “at least” to “any” intentional?

Is this an incentive for the school to amend its certificate (delete the multiengine course) within sixty days so as not
to place the entire certificate in jeopardy? if so, the certificate would need to be amended again to (re)add the
multiengine course when the replacement aircraft arrived. sounds like a lot of paperwork!

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.17(a)(4); The answer is no, a school’s pilot certificate would not need to be revoked. But
certainly in reference to the scenario you’ve cited, the school’s course/rating would have to be stopped until another
approved multiengine airplane is located. In a review of the old § 141.17(a)(3) it stated “. . . surrendered,
suspended, or revoked, a pilot school's certificate or a provisional pilot school's certificate expires . . . . for at least
one of its approved courses . . . .; whereas, the current § 141.17(a)(4) states:

8 141.17 Duration of certificate and examining authority.
(a) Unless surrendered, suspended, or revoked, a pilot school's certificate or a provisional pilot school's
certificate expires:
* Kk Kk kK
(4) Upon notice by the Administrator that the school has failed for more than 60 days to maintain the
facilities, aircraft, or personnel required for any one of the school's approved training courses.

I grant you that minor word change may lead one to read it the way you’ve stated, but there was no intent to change
the meaning of § 141.17. Its just another example that when writing FARSs, you have to be extremely careful with
the words. Simple word changes like “at least one” to “any one” may have different meanings to all of us.
{Q&A-304}

§ 141.19 Display of Certificate

QUESTION: It is our understanding the pilot school’s air agency certificate is located at the main base and this is
required by § 141.19. If the pilot school is authorized a satellite base, would the satellite base also be required to
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display the pilot school’s air agency certificate? How could a pilot school display their air agency certificate at both
its main base and also at its satellite base?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.19; There is no specific rule in Part 141 or guidance in FAA Order 8700.1, VVolume 2,
Chapters 140 through 148 that addresses the display of the pilot school’s air agency certificate at a satellite base.
Per § 141.19, it only requires that the holder of a pilot school certificate to “. . . display that certificate in a place in
the school that is normally accessible to the public and is not obscured . . . .” However, a pilot school should be
encouraged to display a copy of their air agency certificate in an area of the satellite base that is normally accessible
to the public and is not obscured. Or, I’ve heard that some ASIs have obtained a duplicate original of the pilot
school’s air agency certificate and provided it to the school to display at the satellite base. However, with emphasis
added, there is no specific rule in Part 141 or guidance in FAA Order 8700.1, Volume 2, Chapters 140 through 148
that addresses the display of the pilot school’s air agency certificate at a satellite base. Personally, | can’t see a pilot
school not wanting to have their air agency certificate at their satellite base.

{Q&A-580}

§ 141.21 Inspections

QUESTION: Can the Assistant Chief practical test required by 141.36 be given by the school? The only
document which specifically states that the test required by § 141.36 must be given by an Aviation Safety Inspector
is FAA Orderl paragraph 7(c). A person might indeed argue that a non FAA employee is not bound by FAA
Orders, but it is the inspector who does the certification and surveillance, and he/she is bound by the FAA Order.
Nowhere in Part 141 does it say that a Chief Flight Instructor, or other school official, may administer the required
test to a designated Assistant Chief. The regulation therefore implies that the test must be given by an FAA
Inspector. It appears that if a 141 school designates an assistant chief flight instructor, and that designee does not
complete the required test, from an FAA Inspector, and that designee certifies any training records, performs any
phase checks, etc. that only a real chief flight instructor is empowered to do, the school is in violation of FAR § 141.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.21 and 8 141.36(a)(3) and (4) and Order 8700.1, page 143-1, paragraph 5.B. and C. and 7.C.
He has to take the tests with an FAA Aviation Safety Inspector. And as far as the authority for the FAA to test the
school's assistant chief instructor, failure to comply with Order 8700.1 is a violation of § 141.21.

{Q&A-161}

§ 141.23 Advertising Limitations

QUESTION: Section 141.23 limits advertising activities of approved schools. What regulation limits schools that
are not approved from advertising as “approved schools?”

ANSWER: Ref. 8§ 141.5 and 141.23; If you are asking whether part 141 has a comparable rule like §135.7
“Applicability of rules to unauthorized operators,” the answer is no. However, if any person or company were to
engage in part 141 operations without a part 141 school certificate, § 141.5 is worded sufficiently that
action/enforcement could be taken against that person or company to cause them to “cease and desist.”
{Q&A-435}

§ 141.25 Business Office and Operations Base

QUESTION : What are the limits or provisions for the establishment of a satellite base in a foreign country?

ANSWER: Ref. 88 141.25(e), 141.53, and 141.91(b); The only “limits or provisions” for the establishment of
satellite bases in foreign countries are that they are treated like any other satellite base in that they must be inspected
and approved by the FAA [i.e., § 141.25(e)]. With the issuance of Amendment No. 141-11 on October 5, 1998, the
FAA deleted § 141.15. That rule restricted pilot schools from establishing schools at locations outside the United
States. U.S. pilot schools are now permitted to establish training facilities outside the United States. The purpose
behind removing § 141.15 was to facilitate the continuation of harmonization with our European partners of the
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Joint Aviation Authorities. Surveillance of schools at foreign locations are being performed by the International
Flight Operation office in New York, San Francisco, and Houston.

The actual Federal Register publication with the rule and preamble language can be read at:

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=1998_register&docid=98-26602-filed
{Q&A-424}

§ 141.26 Training Agreements

QUESTION: Does a Part 141 pilot school necessarily have to have a training agreement with a Part 142 training
center in order to give training in a flight simulator?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.26; No, a Part 141 pilot school does not have to have a training agreement with a Part 142
training center in order to give training in a flight simulator to its students in its Part 141-approved training course.
A Part 141 pilot school may own or lease a flight simulator and use the flight simulator to give training to its
students of its Part 141-approved training course. However, if a Part 141 pilot school wants a Part 142 training
center to “. . . provide the training, testing, and checking for pilot schools certificated under part 141 . . .” then there
must be a training agreement between the Part 141 pilot school and Part 142 training center.

The way § 141.26 applies is that in order for a Part 142 training center to “. . . provide the training, testing, and
checking for pilot schools certificated under part 141 . . .” there must be a training agreement between the Part 142
training center and Part 141 pilot school. Meaning, if a Part 141 pilot school elects to contract with a Part 142
training center for that training center to provide training, testing, and checking for the Part 141 pilot school under
that pilot school’s training course, then there must be a training agreement [that has been approved by the FAA; See
8 141.26(c)] between the training center and pilot school.

And per § 142.33, the parallel rule of § 141.26 in Part 142 for training centers, it permits a Part 141 pilot school to
“. .. provide the training, testing, and checking for training centers certificated under part 142 . . .” there must be a
training agreement between the Part 141 pilot school and Part 142 training center. Meaning, if a Part 142 training

center elects to contract with a Part 141 pilot school for that pilot school to provide training, testing, and checking

for the Part 142 training center under that training center’s training course, then there must be a training agreement
[that has been approved by the FAA; See § 141.33(c)] between the pilot school and training center.

As for the permitted usages of flight simulators, refer to the use of flight simulators or flight training devices in
paragraph 4. in each of the Appendixes of Part 141.
{Q&A-580}

§ 141.27 Renewal of Certificates and Ratings

QUESTION: What are the renewal requirements for examining authority for a Part 141 pilot school that holds
examining authority for one of its approved courses? Does the pilot school have to continue to show a 90%
first-time pass rate for their students in that approved course that holds examining authority or does the school just
have to show an overall pass-fail rate of at least 80% as per § 141.5(d)?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.27(a)(2), § 141.5(d), and § 141.63(b); The pilot school only needs to show an overall first
time pass-fail rate of at least 80% in order to renew their pilot school certificate. Part 141 doesn’t have a pass-fail
rate requirement for renewing examining authority. The 90% first-time pass rate [see § 141.63(a)(5)(ii)] is what a
pilot school must show in order to receive initial approval for examining authority. For a pilot school to retain
examining authority for a training course, it only needs to comply with § 141.63(b).

However, passes and fails on final phase checks count in tabulating the 80% pass-fail rate for renewing a pilot
school’s certificate. As | previously stated in Q&A-465:
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“Yes; the pass-fails of a school's comprehensive end-of-course tests conducted under examining authority under
14 CFR, part 141, subpart D count toward the 80% quality of instruction pass-fail rate required for renewal of a
Part 141school certificate. A Part 141 school that holds examining authority for a pilot training course must keep a
Pass-Fail record on its comprehensive "end-of-course" tests so that it can show its quality of instruction pass-fail
rate meets or doesn't meet the required 80% quality of instruction pass-fail rate”

“Per 8 141.5(d), it states, in pertinent part, “. . . at least 80 percent of all tests administered were passed on the first
attempt . ..” Emphasis added “ ... all tests...” And for clarification purposes, the intent of “ .. . all tests...”
means a comprehensive "end-of-course test" for any course with examining authority and the use of the results of
that comprehensive "end-of-course test" will be used as a "counter"” to determine the school's overall 80% quality of
instruction pass-fail rate.”

{Q&A-605}

QUESTION: What would happen if a pilot school made application for renewal of their pilot school certificate
within the required 30 days but because of an individual FAA Inspector’s workload, the ASI was unable to
complete the required tasks to renew the school? Would the pilot school be required to convert to provisional pilot
school certificate?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.27(a) and FAA Order 8700.1, VVol. 2, Chapter 141, page 141-10, para. 19.A; No, a pilot
school would not revert to a provisional pilot school certificate. The pilot school fulfilled its responsibility by
having met the renewal requirements of § 141.27 and it did make application for its pilot school certificate in a
timely manner.

Before causing a pilot school’s certificate to expire, the ASI should seek assistance from his supervisor to make sure
the pilot school’s certificate is renewed on time. Hopefully, this doesn’t happen too often!
{Q&A-580}

QUESTION: In order for a school to renew its pilot school certificate, must it show at least 10 student completions
on a knowledge test or practical test?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.27(a)(2); Yes, a pilot school who requests renewal of its pilot school certificate must show at
least 10 student completions on a knowledge test or practical test. That is the intent of the meaning of “. . . recent
training ability and quality . . .”

{Q&A-580}

QUESTION: In order to renew its Air Agency Certificate, § 141.27(a)(2) appears to require that the pilot school
must meet original requirements and have...” trained and recommended for pilot certification and rating tests,
within 24 calendar months preceding the month the application is made for the pilot school certificate, at least 10
students for a knowledge or practical test” and further states, “and at least 80 percent of all tests administered were
passed on the first attempt” (§ 141.5).

Does this mean that the school must have trained and recommended at least 10 students for a knowledge or
practical test in each certification and rating course the school is authorized to conduct?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.27(a)(1) and (2). The school must only have a TOTAL of 10 student completions for the
entire school. So for example, if the school has the following courses approved:

Private Pilot-ASEL

Commercial Pilot-ASEL
Instrument-Airplane

Flight Instructor-ASE

Additional Aircraft Rating-AMEL
Additional Aircraft Rating-Helicopter
Additional Instrument Rating-Helicopter
External Load Course-Helicopter
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When the school makes application to renew their school certificate, in accordance with § 141.27(a)(1) and (2), the
school only needs to have a total of 10 student completions for the entire school. The 10 student completions don’t
have to be in each course.

A school must have at least total 10 student completions to meet the renewal requirements; And as a follow up
question, YES a student who satisfactorily completes a knowledge test and that same student also satisfactorily
completes a practical test counts as 2 students. Yes, if a school only can show a total 5 students and each student
completes a knowledge test and a practical test that equals out to be 10 student completions. Read § 141.5(d), in
pertinent part, and in effect implied by § 141.83(a)(2) “. . . for a knowledge test OR practical test for a pilot
certificate, flight instructor certificate, ground instructor certificate, an additional rating, an end-of-course test for a
training course specified in appendix K . . .”

The wording of this new § 141.27(a)(2) states, in pertinent part, “A pilot school may have its school certificate and
ratings renewed for an additional 24 calendar months if the Administrator determines the school's personnel,
aircraft, facility and airport, approved training courses, training records, and recent training ability and quality meet
the requirements of this part.”

To further explain this rule, the FAA stated in the preamble of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (60 FR 41216;
August 11, 1995):

“. .. the FAA proposes to revise the quality of training from 8 of 10 of the most recent graduates pass rate to an 80
percent requirement.”

Additionally, the FAA stated in the preamble of the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: “Revises the requirements
for renewing a pilot school requirement and rating. A pilot school would be required to have trained and
recommended at least 10 students for a practical or knowledge test for a pilot, flight instructor, or ground instructor
certificate or rating, and at least 80 percent of the students must have passed the test on the first attempt . . . an end
of course test for a training course in Appendix K.”

{Q&A-125}

§ 141.33 Personnel

QUESTION: Situation: A Part 141 pilot school has been given approval for a check instructor based upon the
school having 50 or more active students. Now the school's enrollment has dropped off significantly. Does the
FAA have the authority to take back the approval for that check instructor?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2); This question is similar to a previously asked question (i.e., Q&A-580). As |
stated in Q&A-580, § 141.33(d)(2) only requires that the pilot school have a student enrollment of at least

50 students “. . . at the time of designation is sought.” Emphasis added: “. . . at the time of designation is sought.”
The rule was written that way, because the FAA rulemaking team that wrote the rule were aware that student
enrollments may fluctuate throughout the year and didn’t want our FSDOs, or the pilot schools, to have to be
constantly approving and withdrawing check instructor appointments. A pilot school only needs to have a student
enrollment of at least 50 students “. . . at the time of designation is sought.”

Therefore, the jurisdictional FSDO does not have the authority to withdraw the Part 141 pilot school’s check airman
authorization on the basis the pilot school’s student enrollment has fallen below 50 students. Essentially, what the
FAA rulemaking team intended when it drafted § 141.33(d)(2) was for a pilot school to be allowed to continue its
check instructor authorization indefinitely.

However, there are several situations that | can think of where the jurisdictional FSDO would have the authority to
terminate a pilot school’s check instructor authorization. One reason would be where the jurisdictional FSDO has
determined that the check instructor’s performance is unsatisfactory. As in accordance with § 141.21, a
jurisdictional FSDO has the authority to continue to inspect a pilot school and that includes inspection of its check
instructors. And it is within the legal authority of the jurisdictional FSDO’s to monitor a chief instructor conducting
a proficiency test of a check instructor. And if the check instructor’s proficiency is determined to be unsatisfactory
then that FSDO has the authority to disapprove the check instructor’s authorization. In fact, the jurisdictional
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FSDO has the authority to re-examine a check instructor when and if the situation is determined to be necessary.
And if the jurisdictional FSDO determines the check instructor’s proficiency is unsatisfactory then that FSDO has
the authority to disapprove the check instructor’s authorization. However, this authority should not be used as a
means of harassment of a pilot school by the jurisdictional FSDO.

Another reason for terminating a check instructor’s authorization would be when a check instructor no longer holds
the appropriate pilot and flight instructor certification qualifications [See § 141.37(a)(2)(ii) or (a)(3)(ii) or (iii), as
appropriate]. Another reason for terminating a check instructor’s authorization would be when a check instructor
no longer meets the pilot the pilot-in-command recent flight experience requirements of § 61.57 [See

8 141.37(a)(2)(iii)]. As in the case where a check instructor has had his or her medical certificate suspended or
where a check instructor may have had his/her pilot certificate suspended or revoked and is unable to comply with
the pilot-in-command recent flight experience requirements of § 61.57.

The above listings of when a FSDO would have the authority to terminate a pilot school’s check instructor
authorization is not an all-inclusive listing, but is meant to provide examples of when it may be appropriate for a
FSDO to terminate a pilot school’s check instructor authorization.

{Q&A-625}

QUESTION: A follow-on to this issue about check instructors. What happens if a pilot school’s student enrollment
falls below the 50 students required to be allowed for a check instructor, can the pilot school ask for additional
check instructors or a replacement check instructor in case of a check instructor who leaves the pilot school’s
employment.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2); That question isn’t addressed anywhere in the rule or in FAA Order 8700.1. That
is a call that | believe will need the pilot school and the jurisdictional FSDO to work harmoniously together on.
Granted, in accordance with § 141.33(d), it is purely the pilot school’s prerogative to request check instructors.
And, in accordance with § 141.37(b)(2), the jurisdictional FSDO has the final authority whether to approve the
pilot school’s request for check instructor authority. 1 can think of several reasonable requests from a pilot school
where they would have a need for additional check instructors such as the case where the pilot school knows that
several of their check instructors will be leaving their employment and the pilot school wants to have qualified
check instructors in place before those check instructors leave. Another reason may be where a pilot school knows
that their student enrollments are going to increase significantly at the start of the next semester and wants to have
qualified check instructors in place before the next semester. Another reason may be where at the time the pilot
school was approved for check instructor authority, the pilot school may have appointed too few check instructors
and now it realizes it and wants to appoint additional check instructors. Again, this is where | believe it is important
for the pilot school and the assigned POI to work harmoniously together.

{Q&A-625}

QUESTION: Does the 50 student requirement for a pilot school to qualify for a check instructor in § 141.33(d)(2)
mean 50 different students or can one student be counted multiple times? For example if one student is enrolled in a
pilot school’s Professional Pilot Course [meaning a course of training involving a combined Private Pilot — ASEL,
Commercial Pilot — ASEL, Instrument —Airplane, and Commercial Pilot — Additional Aircraft Rating — AMEL
Course] does that one student get counted 4 times?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2); The intent of “. ... a student enrollment of at least 50 students . . . .” means at
least 50 different students. Therefore, in your example, one student may not be counted as multiple student
enrollments.

{Q&A-580}

QUESTION: A certain pilot school has 4 check instructors assigned to its school because at one time they had at
least 50 students. What happens if a pilot school’s enrollment drops below 50 students? Must that pilot school stop
using check instructors until the enrollment becomes at least 50 students again? Does the FAA have the authority to
withdraw the check instructor appointments.
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ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2); No, a pilot school needn’t stop using their check instructors when their student
enrollment goes below 50 students. No, the FSDO should not withdraw the pilot school’s check instructor
appointments when the pilot school’s student enrollment drops below 50 students.

Per § 141.33(d)(2), the rule only requires that the pilot school have a student enrollment of at least 50 students “. . .
at the time of designation is sought.” Emphasis added: “. . . at the time of designation is sought.” The rule was
written that way, because the FAA rulemaking team that wrote the rule were aware that student enrollments
fluctuate throughout the year and didn’t want our FSDOs, or the pilot schools, to have to be constantly approving
and withdrawing check instructor appointments. A pilot school only needs to have a student enroliment of at least
50 students “. . . at the time of designation is sought.”

{Q&A-580}

QUESTION: Section 141.33(d)(2) states a Part 141 school must have 50 students enrolled in order to name a check
instructor. | have an operator who has decided he needs one. | asked him for the records of the 50 currently
enrolled students. He brought me a stack of records. As I looked through the records, | noticed many of the
students had no activity in months, and in cases, a year or more. He claims that since they haven't dis-enrolled, he
should be able to count them. | guess the question is, how far back can he go?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2) and § 141.37(b)(2); Section 141.33(d)(2) requires a student enrollment of at least
50 students at the time designation of a check instructor is sought. The school in your question is attempting to
count records of former students. They are not actual students. Certainly not active students in the flight program.
The school would not meet the requirement of § 141.33(d)(2) for being able to designate a check instructor at this
time.

In the preamble of the parts 61 and 141 final rule that was published in the Federal Register on April 4, 1997

(62 FR 16220-16367), the FAA stated the following in the Federal Register on page 16279 in response to a
commenter who asked for clarification regarding the intent of § 141.33(d)(2) as to whether the 50 students are to be
enrolled at a given time or within the past year, and whether the proposal means a part 141 school with fewer than
50 students enrolled cannot conduct flight instructor proficiency checks and stage checks:

“FAA Response: ... Inresponse to the commenter’s concerns regarding paragraph (d), the FAA notes that the
rule explicitly requires a student enrollment of at least 50 students at the time designation is sought. The FAA
has determined that 50 students is the maximum for which one chief instructor or assistant chief instructor could
reasonably provide checks, and, therefore, permits a pilot school or provisional pilot school to designate check
instructors for conducting student stage checks, end-of-course tests, and instructor proficiency checks.”

Furthermore, the jurisdictional FSDO has the final authority on the appointment of a check instructor for a school.
There was a purpose for the way that § 141.37(b)(2) was written [i.e., “. . . (2) Be approved by the FAA Flight
Standards District Office having jurisdiction over the school . . .”]. The reason the rule was written that way was to
give the jurisdictional FSDO the final authority on whether it would permit a school to appoint a check instructor.
{Q&A-531}

QUESTION: Section 141.33 (a)(2) establishes a requirement that is based on dispatchers, aircraft handlers and line
and service personnel that are “employed” by the school, be instructed by the school. The question addresses a
school that uses those persons but they are not truly “employees” of the school. What is expected from a school if
the service providers are not employees of the school?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(a)(2) and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, chapter 140, page 140-8, paragraph 13.E; The term
“employs” in § 141.33(a)(2) could just have easily been stated as “to be used “ and in fact the instructions contained
in FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, chapter 140, page 140-8, paragraph 13.E does use the term “to be used.” Per FAA
Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, chapter 140, page 140-8, paragraph 13.E , it requires:

E. Other School Personnel. FAR § 141.33 states that an applicant for a pilot school or provisional pilot school
certificate must show that there are adequate personnel and authorized instructors, including a chief instructor,
for each course of training. All instructors (flight or ground) must be qualified and competent to perform the
duties they have been assigned.
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(1) In addition, each dispatcher, aircraft handler, line crewman, and serviceman to be used must have been
instructed in the procedures and responsibilities of employment. The inspector should recommend that the pilot
school keep a record of this instruction in the employee’s personnel file.

(2) A pilot school may elect to use verbal instructions, manuals, or any other means to ensure that dispatchers,
aircraft handlers, line crewmen, and servicemen are knowledgeable and capable of performing their assigned
duties. A school needs to provide only the employees necessary to conduct training adequately.

I assume an example of a situation that relates to your question is a school contract with a refueling company to
refuel their aircraft and the line and service personnel are paid employees of the refueling company rather than
employees of the school. Or, another example would be where a school's standard cross-country flight requires
their students to perform cross country flights to a specific airport on a re-occurring, long time basis. And as a
result, the school's uses a certain refueling company to service the school's aircraft at that airport. But the school
has no contractual agreement with the refueling company other than the school agrees to pay the gas bill each
month.

In such situations, the intent of § 141.33(a)(2) and the FAA expectation is that the school's management person(s)
and the refueling company management person(s) develop understandings and procedures for personnel training.
This should provide that the service company's line and service personnel are knowledgeable on the procedures and
responsibilities of their employment as they relate to the specific needs and requirements of the school, aircraft, and
students. So, the FAA would expect the school's management person(s) to inquire with the refueling company to
assure that the company has instructed their line and service personnel on refueling safety procedures and specific
needs and requirements of the school, aircraft, and students. We would expect the school's management person(s)
to periodically monitor the refueling company's line and service personnel to ensure those personnel demonstrate
knowledge of their assigned duties and are capable of performing their assigned duties.

{Q&A-457}

QUESTION: § 141.33(d) is the use of the term “students” the same as the use of the term in § 141.5(d)? Would 25
persons each of which enrolled in two courses in a school meet the requirements for 50 students for the purpose of
qualifying for a check instructor.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(d)(2); No, 25 students enrolled in one course and then again the same 25 students
counted again in another course does not equate to the “. . . a student enrollment of at least 50 students . ..” The
school must have a . . . a student enrollment of at least 50 students at the time designation is sought.”
{Q&A-401}

QUESTION: § 141.33(a)(2) [i.e., certificated ground instructor---now reference the use of an un-certificated
ground instructor in a classroom under the supervision of a chief instructor, § 141.81(b). Can a fully qualified flight
instructor not holding a ground instructor certificate be assigned the duties of a chief ground instructor?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(a)(1) and § 61.193; Yes, a certificated flight instructor with the appropriate flight
instructor ratings may be assigned as a chief instructor for a ground school course. The rationale here, is the
certificated flight instructor with the appropriate rating(s) can do both ground training and flight training. Per
§61.193, “. .. A person who holds a flight instructor certificate is authorized within the limitations of that person's
flight instructor certificate and ratings to give training and endorsements that are required for, and relate to . . .”
{Q&A-401}

QUESTION: Situation is | have received a multi-media video from a school who is seeking Part 141 approval for
its Private Pilot Certification Course for an Airplane Single Engine Land Rating. On the video the school’s owners
are teaching the ground school course and we are uncertain of their qualifications. There are other actors also
teaching certain portions of the ground school course and we don’t know their qualifications. Do the actors on the
multi-media video have to meet the qualification requirements of § 141.33(a)? Otherwise, do these actors need to
hold a ground instructor certificate or flight instructor certificate?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(a); No, the actors on the multi-media video do not have to meet the qualification
requirements of § 141.33(a) nor do they need to hold a ground instructor certificate or flight instructor certificate.
Section 141.33(a) does not apply to these actors on the multi-media video. Section 141.33(a) only applies to those
instructor personnel who are assigned to the school’s course.
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{Q&A-218}

QUESTION: Can a school appoint more than one chief instructor for the same course. For example, a school has 2
satellite bases and they want chief instructors at those satellite bases. The main school facilities and the 2 satellite
bases have approval to teach the Private Pilot Certificate-Airplane Single Engine Land course.

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33(a)(1). No place in Part 141 does it prohibit a school from appointing more than one chief
instructor. So the answer is yes, a Part 141 can appoint more than one chief instructor for a course of training.
{Q&A-106}

QUESTION: Does the requirement for 50 students mean only 141 students or can 61 students be used to fulfill the
requirement?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.33 (d)(2): It means 141 students.
{Q&A-74}

§ 141.35 Chief Instructor Qualifications

QUESTION: Can an Examiner also be the owner or act as the Chief Instructor of a Part 141 pilot school? Can that
Examiner conduct the check rides for the students of that school at the same time?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35 and FAA Order 8700.1, Vol. 2, Chapter 143, page 143-1, paragraph 5.A.; Yes, an
examiner may also be the owner of the Part 141 pilot school. Yes, an Examiner may serve as the Chief Instructor of
a Part 141 pilot school. Yes, an Examiner who is the owner and/or chief instructor of a Part 141 pilot school may
also administer practical tests to students of his/her pilot school.

{Q&A-630}

QUESTION: Situation: A Part 141 pilot school wishes to utilize an individual for chief instructor who has only
about half of the required instructor hours accrued while using his US CFI certificate. However, he has extensive
experience providing flight instruction as an instructor for the Venezuelan Air Force and as a civilian flight
instructor with a Venezuelan flight instructor certificate. Can his foreign military and foreign civilian (ICAQ) flight
training experience be used to fulfill the requirements for chief instructor at the Part 141 pilot school?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(b)(2), (c)(3), and (d)(2); The answer is no, aeronautical experience logged giving flight
training as a foreign military instructor in a foreign military flight training course may not be counted toward
meeting the chief instructor aeronautical experience requirements of § 141.35(b)(2), (c)(3), and (d)(2). The answer
is no, aeronautical experience logged as a foreign civilian flight instructor toward foreign pilot training may not be
counted toward meeting the chief instructor aeronautical experience requirements of § 141.35(b)(2), (c)(3), and
(d)(2). This question I recall was previously asked by Inspector Win Karish from the New England Regional Office
a few years ago and in fact if my memory serves me correctly there was a petition for exemption that was denied.
{Q&A-625}

QUESTION: 14 CFR § 141.35(a), (b), (c), & (d) implies that a chief instructor for a ground school course must
meet the same qualifications as a chief instructor for a flight course. § 141.35(e) then appears to place additional
requirements on the chief instructor for a ground school only course. Was this the intent of the regulation or was
141.35 (e) meant to be instead of the requirements in § 141.35(a) - (d)?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(e); The intent of § 141.35(e) is to address the chief instructor qualifications for a ground
school course only. The intent of § 141.35(a), (b), (c), and (d) is to address the chief instructor qualifications for a
flight school course only or a combined ground and flight school course.

{Q&A-616}

QUESTION: Can a Training Center (part 142) flight instructor meet the requirements of 141.35(e) with time
instructing for the Training Center?
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ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(e); Yes, a person who can show flight instructor employment at a Part 142 training center
and who instructed in an approved course meets the eligibility requirements of paragraph (e) of § 141.35. The
person must have “. . . 1 year of experience as a ground school instructor at a certificated pilot school.” And yes, 1
year of experience as a flight instructor at an approved Part 142 training center equates to “. . . 1 year of experience
as a ground school instructor . . . .”

{Q&A-424}

QUESTION: Do knowledge tests as used in § 141.35(a)(3) have to meet the § 61.1(b)(11) definition ?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(a)(3) and FAA Order 8700.1, page 143-1, paragraph 7.C.(4); No. The meaning of “. ..
knowledge test. . .” as in § 141.35(a)(3) is governed by FAA Order 8700.1, page 143-1, paragraph 7.C.(4).
However, the ASI conducting the chief instructor applicant knowledge test may utilize an oral test or a written test,
as long as the test covers “(i) Teaching methods; (ii) Applicable provisions of the “Aeronautical Information
Manual”; (iii) Applicable provisions of parts 61, 91, and 141 of this chapter; and (iv) The objectives and approved
course completion standards of the course for which the person seeks to obtain designation.”

{Q&A-401}

QUESTION: Per § 141.81(b), it permits a person who does not meet the instructor qualification requirements of
paragraph (a) of § 141.81 to be assigned ground training duties if the chief instructor supervises the person giving
the training. Can this person ever be elevated to being the chief or assistant chief instructor of a ground training
course?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35 and § 141.36; No, a person who does not meet the instructor qualification requirements
of paragraph (a) of § 141.81 cannot be elevated to a chief or assistant chief instructor position. To be assigned as a
chief or assistant chief instructor, that person must meet the appropriate qualification requirements of § 141.35 and
8§ 141.36, as appropriate.

{Q&A-401}

QUESTION: In order for a person to be eligible for designation as a Chief Instructor or Assistant Chief Instructor
for a ground school course, a person must have 6 months of experience as a ground school instructor at a
certificated pilot school. Can this person have been only a flight instructor at a certificated pilot school, because as
you know flight instructors at a certificated pilot school also give ground training during flight training?

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(e) and § 141.36(e); Yes, a flight instructor at a certificated pilot school may also be
eligible for designation as an Chief Instructor or Assistant Chief Instructor for a ground school course, provided that
flight instructor has 6 months of experience giving ground school instruction at a certificated pilot school. And yes,
that includes the ground training given during flight training by a flight instructor.

{Q&A-270}

QUESTION: Can a flight instructor who during the course of training (i.e., an FAA-approved Part 141 course of
training) teaches some ground training during the flight portion of the course of training use that experience in
meeting the provisions of § 141.35(e) [i.e., “. . . must have 6 months of experience as a ground school instructor at a
certificated pilot school.”

ANSWER: Ref. § 141.35(e); The answer is yes, a flight instructor who can show experience “. . . as a ground
school instructor at a certificated pilot school” while providing ground instruction during the flight portion of the
training course at the certificated pilot school may 